Chapter 13.12
Open Bottle Law

Section 1. Consumption. No person shall drink or consume intoxicating liquors or non-
intoxicating malt liquors in any motor vehicle when such vehicle is upon a public highway or
other public land or place.

Section 2. Possession. No person shall have in his possession on his person while in a private
motor vehicle upon a public highway, any bottle or receptacle containing intoxicating liquor or
non-intoxicating malt liquor which has been opened, or the seal broken, or the contents of which
have been partially removed.

Section 3. Prohibition. It shall be unlawful for the owner of any private motor vehicle or the
driver, if the owner be not then present in the motor vehicle, to keep or allow to be kept in a
motor vehicle when such vehicle is upon the public highway any bottle or receptacle containing
intoxicating liquors or non-intoxicating malt liquors which has been opened, or the seal broken,
or the contents of which have been partially removed except when such bottle or receptacle shall
be kept in the trunk of the motor vehicle when such vehicle is equipped with a trunk, or kept in
some other area of the vehicle not normally occupied by the driver or passengers, if the motor
vehicle is not equipped with a trunk. A utility compartment or glove compartment shall be
deemed to be within the area occupied by the driver and passengers.

Section 4. Penalties. Any person convicted of violating any of the provisions of this ordinance is
guilty of a misdemeanor.



